INTRODUCTION
This "magisterial mouth/' or " parlous friend," is obviously Carlyle, whom Browning1 always regarded with affectionate reverence, and who had died in 1881.
DANIEL   BARTOU
Daniel Bartoli was the author of a volume of SimboK) to which Browning* was introduced by his Italian tutor, Angeio Certttti, who published in 1830 an edition of the work for which Browning and his sister subscribed. Browning frequently carried the book with him, and it was on its flyleaf that he originally wrote ffow They Imntg/tt t/t? Good News from Ghent to Aix (see vol. Hi. p. xiii), and Home Thoughts from the Sea. Bartoli's only connection with the story contained in this poem is that he was much addicted to saint-worship ; and Browning therefore summons him to worship the lady whose virtues he proceeds to record. The story is a true one, the lady being Marianne Pajet, and the Duke, Charles IV of Lorraine* Their intended marriage was frustrated, as described, by Louis XIV; and the **fervid youth'* who conceived so deep an admiration of her when deserted by her faint-hearted spouse, and who ultimately married her* was the Marquis tit* Lessay. The story is told by Mrs* Orr in her flct/ndbook*
CHRISTOPHER SMART
The one title to fame of Christopher Smart (1722-1771),  otherwise an indifferent poetaster,
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